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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 

Board Meeting Minutes 
  

 Date: June 7, 2016 
 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 Location: OHRC 
  

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 

OHRC Board Members: Mark Newell (not present), Gary Soderstrom (not present), Brad Halverson (not 
present), Kyle Smith (not present),  Jack Smith, Lindsay Ball, Les Perkins (not 
present), Chuck Pavlik, Scott Starkey, Steve Jacobs, Cam Parry, Stan van de 
Wetering, Carl Schreck, Bruce McIntosh (not present) 

ODFW Staff: Kerrie Tarkinton, Scott Patterson, Kevin Goodson, Joseph O’Neil, Alex Powell  

OSU Staff: Dr. David Noakes 

Public: Jim Seeley, Marie Simonds, Dun Gifford, Wayne Krieger; Carl Finley, Connie 
Green; David Hessler, Randy Raggon 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 

Cam Parry  
Welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.   
Cam introduced Oregon State Representative Wayne Krieger who attended the meeting as a guest. 
 
David Noakes  
Introduced Connie Green, President of Tillamook Bay Community College (TBCC) who attended the meeting 
as a guest. Connie thanked the group for being willing to share the OHRC with students and the community. 
 
Scott Starkey 
Introduced Randy Raggon, Chapter Secretary of the Association of Northwest Steelheaders, Mid Valley 
Chapter.  
  
Approval of Board meeting minutes from March 15, 2016 
 
Motion: 
Cam Parry motioned to approve the March 15th meeting minutes; Scott Starkey seconded the motion to 
approve with one clarification that the Scott mentioned in the last paragraph of the Outreach Plan Update 
section referred to Scott Patterson and not Scott Starkey. Motion passed unanimously 8:0.  
 

Board Updates 

Cam Parry 
The partnership with the Alsea Steelhead Association is going well. 
 
The ODFW Commission visited the OHRC on April 21st, the visit and tour went very well and David Noakes 
did a great job with an introduction to the science of the OHRC.  
 
The Northwest Power Council visited the OHRC. David Noakes also made a presentation to that group.   
 
Gil Silva put together a presentation on the Salmon Calculator which demonstrates the value of returning 
salmon and presented it to a group on the coast. 
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NOAA established the Columbia Basin Partnership, OHRC Board Member Brad Halverson has expressed 
interest in participating in the group on behalf of the OHRC Advisory Board. This participation will need to be 
discussed with the ODFW Director, Curt Melcher and possibly others before we offer participation. 
 
The West Coast Salmon Summit is scheduled for September 27th-29th this year at the Seven Feathers 
Casino Resort. David Noakes and Carl Schreck presented at the summit last year and it was a huge success. 
  
Lindsay Ball 
Thanked Wayne Krieger for coming to the meeting and told a story about Wayne’s involvement in the OHRC. 
Wayne came to visit the original hatchery at this location and learned that the hatchery facilities were in major 
disrepair. Wayne decided that something needed to be done. He worked with his peers to gain support to 
help get the concept of the ORHC off the ground. Wayne was also instrumental in the approval of HB 3012 
which established the OHRC Research Fund. 
 

OHRC Research Plan Budget Update 

Kevin Goodson 
Gave the OHRC Advisory Board a breakdown of the income and expenses from the OHRC Research HB 
3012. As of April 2016 OHRC has spent $44,376.61 of the allocated funds.  
 
The remainder of the funding would roll into a Hatchery Construction Fund if not spent by June 30, 2017.  
The OHRC Advisory Board would like the Oregon legislators to reconsider that rule and have the funds 
preserved in a dedicated research fund for future research needs. If that isn’t possible, then the OHRC 
research team should be planning ahead and making as many advance purchases as possible to ensure the 
funds can be spent on research projects during this biennium.  
 
If the current trend continues Kevin expects the angling license surcharges and 4 cent per pound ad valorem 
fee increase on all commercial anadromous fish harvest will fund OHRC research projects at approximately 
$600,000 per year going forward. 
 
The State Fisheries Geneticist position has been posted and will run through the summer with the plan that 
the new Geneticist will begin working by late fall or winter, Marc Johnson, a trained Geneticist is working in 
that role part time until the permanent Geneticist is on board.  
 
Kevin will send the HB 3012 funding PowerPoint presentation that he presented today to the OHRC Board 
Members. 
 

Appling OHRC Science 

Cam Parry  
What are the protocols to apply the science that comes from OHRC research? How do we take what has 
been done and put it to use on the ground? Is it the role of the OHRC Advisory Board to see that the science 
behind the research is implemented?  
 
After some discussion it was agreed that the role of the OHRC and the OHRC Advisory Board is to share the 
findings of the research and provide all the information to those at ODFW who are making the business 
decisions.  
 
The annual report will continue to be the place to list the research outcomes and any recommendations 
based on proven scientific results.  
 

OHRC Outreach Plan  

Chuck Pavlik 
May was a busy month for students, school activities around the Egg to Fry program and several field trips to 
OHRC.    
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June 4th -5th was the 2016 Oregon Free Fishing Weekend. There were 330 attendees at the OHRC this year, 
144 of those visitors were children under the age of 14. 
 
Alsea Sportsman Association had a huge volunteer presence this year. They brought a boat to take the 
visitors out into Thistle Pond to fish and helped with many other activities throughout the weekend. Donations 
by the Alsea Sportsman Association and Cabela's made it possible to offer prizes and gifts to the children 
who participated in the Free Fishing Weekend.  Those who participated in the First Fish program and who 
caught their very first fish were given a First Fish Certificate and many also received a new spinning rod and 
reel. Other prizes included kid sized multi tools and flashlights.  
 
Ruth MacDonald, Director of the Oregon Coast STEM Hub is retiring but intends to continue to work with 
STEM along the coast. She is helping to set up a teacher specific experience at the OHRC. This would 
include an overnight stay for teachers so the staff and volunteers at the OHRC can teach them what we are 
teaching their students when they visit OHRC.   
 
Scott Starkey worked to secure donations to make the OHRC Outreach Plan possible. The generous 
donations were made by many timber company partners including OFRI, Weyerhaeuser, Starker Forest, 
Simpson Lumber Company, Cascade Timber Consulting, and Seneca Jones Timber Company. So far, the 
Alsea Sportsman Association has spent over $8,000 on the school aquarium Egg to Fry projects which were 
put in place in several local school districts including Lebanon, Albany, Corvallis, Philomath and Waldport. 
Chuck has received over 300 thank you cards from the children who participated in the program so far and 
plans to share those cards and stories with the donors who made this program possible.   
 
The schools who participated also came to OHRC for a field trip day. There were many staff and volunteers 
who gave their time and shared their expertise during these day field trips. Karen Hans and Christine Clapp, 
STEP biologists, and Joseph O’Neil, acting manager at the OHRC and his crew were all a huge help. Carl 
Schreck helped with fish anatomy and dissection. Carl also brought a Swordfish bill, a Sawfish bill and a 
Tiger Shark skull to show the students.   
 
Chuck shared a presentation which included photos of the aquariums used in the classrooms, photos of 
artwork the students made in their school after their visit to the OHRC, a sample itinerary including learning 
stations, photos of the children participating in the learning stations and some wonderful thank you cards 
written to the OHRC by the children who participated in the classroom aquarium Egg to Fry project as well as 
those who visited the OHRC.  
 
There was discussion about teachers in other areas of the state such as Portland Metro area and Milton 
Freewater who are interested in teaching their students what other students are learning though the OHRC 
Educational Outreach program. Kevin reminded the group that there are STEP programs across the state 
who are implementing the same type of learning experience going on at the OHRC in Outdoor School type 
programs. 
  
While it is a challenge to duplicate the experience that students, teachers and parents have when they visit 
OHRC the logistics of a statewide program would make it impractical for every school to visit in person. The 
key to making the statewide STEP programs successful at teaching what we are able to teach onsite at the 
OHRC is a consistent message and takeaway from the experience.  
 
There is still some discussion of a webinar type production sometime in the future as a possibility to reach 
other areas of the state and offer a look into the OHRC facility.  
 
David Noakes asked of Connie Green, President of TBCC if she may want to comment on the topic of 
utilizing statewide educational partners. Connie agreed that utilizing the STEM Hubs and programs like the 
Ag and Natural Resources program at Tillamook Bay Community College are natural community partners 
who can help perpetuate this educational outreach.  
 
Kevin provided an informational STEP Education Strategy handout to consider in the OHRC outreach 
strategy planning. STEP is in the process of revising its documentation and curriculum and the OHRC Board 
has discussed how to include the OHRC messaging in the new STEP publications.  
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Scott Starkey 
With only so much resource and ability to only reach so far we will need to utilize partnerships to get our 
message out. We need people and groups to speak on our behalf.  
 
Jack Smith 
Asked about the possibility of having a ½ page add in the annual ODFW fishing regulations. Kevin is going to 
look into what it would take to make that happen and if there is a cost to the OHRC for this type of add. 
 
Chuck Pavlik 
Asked about getting business cards and letterhead made for the OHRC board members to use while 
representing the OHRC in public and when sending thank you letters to donors and other parties. Kevin is 
going to look into the logistics of getting these items with an OHRC logo and name which would not be 
associated with ODFW or OSU. 
 
Cam Parry 
Homework for the OHRC Board Members is to decide what message is most important for each of them to 
share about the OHRC and to identify the 4 most important groups with whom to share those messages 
about the OHRC. Cam is going to send this homework out via email so folks who weren’t able to attend 
today’s meeting can participate.  
 

OHRC Research Update 

David Noakes 
Shared an OHRC Research Update presentation.  
 
The Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Conference was being held in Astoria, Michael Banks, Michael Blouin and 
Marc Johnson were attending,  
 
Michael Blouin has ordered ten 6 foot rearing tanks for his research projects. Current research projects 
include Genetics and Domestication, Olfactory Imprinting and Homing and Physiology, Hiroshi Ueda is also 
coming to OHRC from Japan to work with Michael Blouin on research related to Olfactory and Geomagnetic 
Imprinting.  
 
Lindsay Ball 
Shared his vision of a genome library of all species of fish in Oregon, a single location repository for samples 
and the history of fish in Oregon for future generations. 
 

Public Comment 

Wayne Krieger  
Encouraged the OHRC Advisory Board to continue to have these good discussions, to keep doing the good 
work that they are doing and to work together. The work that the OHRC is doing will help Oregon become a 
leader in salmon research in turn have a positive impact on the Oregon economy. 
 
It was never the intent for the OHRC to implement science, but to provide science to the folks who can make 
decisions.  
 
HB 3441 was a hard fight and Wayne went to his peers and asked for their support of the OHRC Advisory 
Board concept and told them that he wanted to put wild fish folks on the OHRC Board. He said if you love 
wild fish then help us make hatchery fish who can live with the native fish population. The bill ultimately 
passed creating the OHRC Advisory Board.  
 
David Hessler 
Asked about the potential of using a magnetic insulated coating in current hatchery infrastructures as a way 
to test products and potentially retrofit existing hatcheries at a lower cost than new concrete tanks.    
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Dun Gifford 
Joseph asked Dun from his professional perspective what would an outreach strategy for the OHRC look like.  
Dun said he thought the OHRC needed a “destination website” specifically for OHRC content.  
 
Carl Finley  
Plans to email his comments to the OHRC Advisory Board to review at a later date. 

Presentation 

Jim Seeley and Marie Simonds from the Wild Rivers Coast Alliance at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort gave a 
presentation to the group on the current philanthropic projects that they are working on. They also offered 
ideas on how the OHRC may benefit from partnering with them on some of their regional marketing ideas 
such as working with Travel Oregon and the Oregon Scenic Bikeways program. 
 

Closing Remarks 

Cam Parry 
Thank you to our guests and to everyone for another great meeting. Reminder that the Coastal Caucus is on 
August 9th at the Mill Casino and there will be discussion on Goal 18 and the coastal erosion issues the 
Oregon coast line is facing. Our next OHRC Board meeting is scheduled for September 13, 2016 at 9:00am 
at the OHRC. 
 

Adjourn 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:19 pm.  

 


